tissue, catecholamines and non-shivering thermogenesis, but for readers of this journal the excellent paper by Bruch on cold adaptation in man, in which the issue of hypothermic adaptation is fully discussed, will probably be the most useful.
Fittingly the book is dedicated to two pioneers of climatic physiology: J Sandford Hart and Loren D Carlson and contains obituary tributes to them. This symposium brings together current knowledge and research concerning bacterial and viral agents causing acute infective diarrhoea. A wide field is covered ranging from an outline of types of pathogens to detailed analysis of the mode of production of symptoms, including enterotoxin formation and action of toxins, gut cellular immune response and the importance of intestinal enzyme systems. Throughout, emphasis is placed on the application of research to the clinical situation; for example, in treating cholera with oral fluids to stimulate alternative absorptive pathways, in planning immunization programmes and in detailed analysis of the advantages of breast milk to protect the newborn against infection.
The hitherto neglected role of the virus in acute diarrhoea is given ample attention. Viral infection is shown to produce an ion-transport defect, unlike that caused by bacterial enterotoxins, and to be a likely cause of 50 % of acute diarrhoea in young children. Circulating maternal antibody affords little passive protection to the newborn, but the protective value of colostrum antibody is high.
Field studies of diarrhoea show that there is a high mortality in deprived areas where there are dietary deficiencies, but the application of research findings leads to practical treatment programmes.
Emphasis is given to the socioeconomic importance of applying laboratory knowledge in the clinical field to prevent and treat acute diarrhoea. This book makes a major contribution to this aim and should act as a stimulus, not only to pediatric clinicians, pathologists and research workers, but also to those actively involved in epidemiology in developing countries.
JOSEPHINE HAMMOND
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Essays on the History of Medicine edited by Saul Jarcho MD pp xi + 446 illustrated $15 New York: Prodist 1976 These essays in medical history from across the Atlantic have been brought together under the editorship of Dr Saul Jarcho, the distinguished physician, medical historian and chief editor of the New York Bulletin of the Academy of Medicine. All the essays have appeared in the Bulletin. They demonstrate the modern, broad interpretation of the history of medicine, are arranged in approximate chronological order and cover a wide range of subjects.
The book starts with a paper on the philosophy of medicine and ideas, 'The Origins of Modern Scientific Thinking' by Gregory Altschuller. Galen gets due attention and Thomas Hall of Washington University discusses the most fascinating Greek medical and philosophical interpretations of fear. The editor includes his own critique of Cicero on old age.
The essays on fecundity in early California, and New South Wales, are interesting departures from stereotyped historical demography. Historians of anesthesia will welcome the account of Crawford Long and the introduction of ether anesthesia. Perhaps Long is now receiving more recognition than has previously been accorded him: 'Thus', writes Professor James H Young, 'Long, a physician with orthodox training ... and Wells and Morton ... discovered ether within the same decade. This is the significant generalization I believe; the tired tussle over priority is not'.
It seems invidious to mention only a few of the papers presented in this book. All are of intriguing historical interest, are well documented and make excellent reading. Linacre was more important in the foundation of the College of Physicians and the collegiate form it took than has usually been admitted; he was the foremost medical humanist in England, and a
